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Clay Spur Bentonite Plant and Camp, Bath House

Location:

Dates of Construction:

Present Owner:

Present Use:

Significance:

HAER No. WY-23-D

Clay Spur Siding on the Burlington Northern Railrcad,
4 miles northwest of Osage in Weston County, Wyoming

1930-1934

N. L. Barcoid
Alzada Star Rcute
Belle Fourche, Scuth Dakota

Abandoned; site to be ragzed

The Clay Spur Bentonite Plant and Camp is associated
with the early 20th century bentonite mining industry
in Wyoming and the United States. The Clay Spur
Bentonite District was the center of the pioneer
¥yoming bentonite industry and remained the premier
Wyoming producing district until reserves began %o
dwindle in the 1950s. The plant embodies the
distinctive enginecering technology of the bentonite
industry. The camp also reflects early twentieth
century company town architecture with simple
bulldings and floor plansg that could be quickly and
cheaply constructed and adapted to many different uses.

The bath house is a one-story concrete and tile
gtructure, 32 feoet east-west by 18 feet north-south,
with a gable roof covered with asphalt shingles. It
has & small gable-roofed addition, 10 feet east-west by
12.5 feet north-scuth, orn the west elevation that is
constructed of cinder blocks and tile. The exterior
walls of the entire building are covered with stucco.
The bullding rests cn a concrete foundation and hasg a
conerete floor. There is a stucco-covered brick
exterior chimney on the south elevation. The bullding
has four 3-light hinged windows with metal frames in
the north and south elevations. There are two hinged
8ix-1light windows with metal frames in the eaat
elevation. The interior contains a large changing room
in the front (or cast) portion and two showers, sinks,



Clay Spur Bentonite Plant and Csmp,
Bath House

HAER NO. WY-23-D

(Page 2)

and commodes in the rear, There is a gas water heater
and room heater, and the building is wired for
electricity. The building was constructed between 1930
and 19%4.

Historian: Robert Rosenberg
Historical Consultant
July 1989

NOTE: For further information, see Clay Spur Benionite Plant and Camp,
HAER Ne. WY-23.




